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ABSTRACT 



The purpose ~»f this study was to explore the 
relationship between adolescents (particularly males) and their 
parents. The sample for the study consisted of 2,293 male and 2,482 
female adolescents from 27 high schools representing all major 
regions of the United States. Each student in the sample completed a 
questionnaire measuring his parents' interest, in and control of, his 
activities. Selected variables such as age, type of residential 
setting, sex, cultural background, and number of siblings were 
examined. Results of the analyses indicated that (1) adolescents 
perceived that their parents exercised high control and high interest 
in their children's activities, (2) female adolescents experienced 
greater parental control and interest than male adolescents, and (3) 
adolescents perceived the mother as having greater interest and 
control in adolescent activities than the father. Tabular data on 
each of the questionnaire items are presented. [Not available in hard 
copy due to marginal legibility of original document. ] (TL) 
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THE ADOLESCENT MALE AND PARENTAL RELATIONSHIPS 
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There appears to be a professional, non-scientif ic folklore held by family 
sociologists. This body of folklore is gleaned from "common sense" notions as 
veil as more formal hypotheses derived from broad theoret*cal structures,^ 

Once these notions or hypotheses are originally published, they are frequently 
cited in introductory texts; then, with additional citations in different texts, 
they tend to acquire a validity beyond that imputed (sometimes) by the original 
source. Consequently they appear to have the same force as soundly based 
empirical generalizations,^ An additional hazard of this body of folklore is 
the manner in uhich it tends to obviate scientific objectivity. Because of 
this, research which runs counter to it is often criticized for poor methodology 
rather than poor theoretical development. One can see the temptation of some 
researchers to read into their data conclusions which are spurious but consis- 
tent with the folklore. 
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This report is based on a larger investigation dealing with some of the 
consequences of illness in adolescents in terms of their relationship with their 
parents, siblings, and peers. The sample in the present report is less than half 
that of the larger investigation and only includes adolescents from the United 
States of America, The research is being supported by a Brigham Young University 
Faculty Research Grant ♦ uj&s fetid d/te* KJiff ( o f P^ r ^ 

AeWtic wV <xivT\v<ci tmetinc), fOeju O A*-., Oattobe r* n 

^Some of these "common sense" notions actually reflect more of a middle- 
class bias of the sociologist rather than anything else, 

^A rigorous attempt to separate empirically based data from folklore 
appears in: J, Richard Udry, The Social Context of Marriage , Philadelphia: 

J. B, Llppincott Company,* 1966, 




fesearch report is an atttiapt to clarify one possible area of 
folklore. Hopefully, the responses of a large, fairly veil-designed sample 
of adolescents (who are not college or university students taking a function- 
al marriage course) will assist in clarifying some portions of this body of 
folklore. 

Research Problem 

The research problem deals with the relationship between adolescents 
(with special attention paid to rale adolescents) and their parents. While it 
is possible to describe the relationship between parents and their adolescent 
children in terrs of various dimensions, within the body of folklore two 
dimensions seem to appear with some regularity. These dimensions are parental 
control and parental interest. 

When male adolescents are compared with female adolescents, it is custom- 
ary to assume that female adolescents will experience greater parental control 
than male adolescents. Furthermore, when comparing them in terms of parental 
interest, it is frequently customary to assume that fathers will show greater 
interest in their sons than in their daughters, and, conversely, mothers will 
show greater interest in their daughters than in their sons,* Various argu- 
ments which focus on role similarity are utilized to support these assertions. 
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See* Elizabeth Douvan and Joseph Adelson, The Adolesc ent Experience, 

Hew Yorks John Wiley and Sons, Inc., 1966, p. 168 and Ernest A. Smith, 

American Youth Culture . New York: The Free Press of Glencoe, 1962, p. 58. 

^According to Aberle and Naegele, the father is more concerned with his 
son's behavior than with his daughter's. Because they will occupy different 
roles, he does not have to worry so much about his daughters. Mothers show 
more concern with their daughters. See: David f . Aberle and Kaspar D Naegele, 

"Middle-Class Fathers' Occupational Role and Attitudes Toward Children," 

American Journal of Orthopsychiatry . 22 (1952), pp. 366-378. Green argues that 
the middle-class father tends to display ambivalence rather than interest. See: 
Arnold W* Green, "The Middle-Class Male Child and Neurosis," American Soclolog - 
Review. XI (February, 1946), pp. 31-41, Odium's position (the mother is 
more interested in her sons than her daughters) is much lei s frequently accepted. 

See: Doris Odium, Journey Through Adolescence . London: Delisle Limited, 1965, 

p. 40. 



